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Designing Wallpaper Pattern Inspired
by the Saudi Heritage

Dr. Reem Farouq Al- Sabban
College of Art & Design —King AbdulAziz University
Jeddah — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

Wallpaper is considered one of the important elements that are relied upon in interior
design. However, followers of trends in the interior design world cannot help but
notice the increased use of wallpaper globally as an element of aesthetic significance.
The lack of suitable local designs that reflect traditional art and architecture in local
markets forced designers to use imported designs that are foreign to our (Saudi)
culture and do not reflect the beauty of our environment which we take pride in. This
study aims to make use of culture and elements of local heritage in enriching the
designs used in wallpaper to be manufactured commercially. In addition, the study
reviews historical and modern examples of designs inspired by Eastern and Western
heritage for analysis and application in the study. An applied study has been carried
out after studying and analyzing architectural elements of local Saudi heritage. Doors
used in the ‘Hijaz’ region have been chosen as an inspiration or stimulus for the
design created to create contemporary wallpaper. For the application of this concept
in practice, the researcher used printing workshops in London University of the Arts
in Britain to come up with designs that can be applied in practice. Design programs
(Photoshop, Illustrator) were used to display some of the designs inspired by heritage
and come up with recommendations for future studies that serve this important sector
which in turn helps in increasing the prosperity of the national industrial sector.
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