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Applying Performance Funding for
Saudi Public Schools: The American
Experience as a Model

Dr. Sarah Abdullah Almengash Rana Abdulrahman Al-Khudair
College of Education- King Saud University College of Education- King Saud University
Riyadh-Saudi Arabia Riyadh-Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

The study aims at defining the meaning of performance funding, introducing the
American experience of applying performance funding, showing how the Saudi
government can benefit from it in funding public schools, and revealing the obstacles
it may face in doing so. A descriptive analysis methodology is used to accomplish
this goal. The main findings of the study are that performance funding depends on
two kinds of standards: main and distinguished ones. Also, each American State has
its own performance funding formula which fits its economic and social
circumstances. In addition, the Saudi Ministry of Education can apply performance
funding by using its own formula with standards that suit its economic and social
situation. Furthermore, the Saudi Ministry of Education may face some obstacles
while applying performance funding do to the nature of its educational system.
Several recommendations are drawn from the study such as is the importance of using
performance funding in Saudi public schools to achieve quality in educational
outcomes and reduce expenditures.
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