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Water Jungle and its Effects on the
Collapse of Biological Diversity in South
of lraq
(Nile Flower as a case study)

Ali Mustafa Al-Subaih Hanaa Th. Mansour
Basrah Education Directorate Baghdad University
Basrah — Iraq Baghdad- Iraq
ABSTRACT

The Nile flower plant is one of the most dangerous aquatic jungle plants that threaten
a number of countries in the world and drains its potential, even though it is the
homeland to that plant. However, it was brought to Iraq initially to be used as a
decorative plant and with the absence of agricultural control and prohibition and the
lack of cultural awareness among lIraq citizens concerning the environmental risks
caused by that plant. The Nile flower surpasses other aquatic organisms by depleting
the oxygen in water and increasing the impurities and fungi that cause significant
effects in the aquatic environment as the need of the plant to large quantities of water
ranging from(1-3) liters \ day and that amount of water is too large, especially if we
know that the Nile flower spread rapidly and widely. Leaving them grow and spread
without limitation and lack of interest in increasing citizens awareness of the resulting
risks will affect the water wealth and lead to a decrease in biodiversity where they are
located. Therefore, the research concerned about the seriousness of the Nile flower
plant, its propagation methods and the resulting problems in the aquatic environment
in Irag, especially the marshes, as well as developing of solutions to limit its spread.
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