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Psychological and Social Problems Associated
with the Aptitude and Achievement Test among
High School Students in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

Dr. Mohammed Hassan Yahya Al-Zubaidi
Associate Professor of Measurement and Evaluation, Taif University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

ABSTRACT

The educational system in any society reflects its social, economic, technological and
political conditions and circumstances... Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has witnessed extensive developments and changes in many aspects of the educational
and pedagogical system since the beginning of the twenty-first century. In light of
these developments, it has become necessary to have a kind of balance between
quantitative and qualitative expansion. Meaning that there are tools and processes
through which students applying for higher education can be sorted and selected so
that the development is not just a numerical increase that reflects the expansion in the
numbers of both students and universities. When following the system followed in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for accepting students into university education, we find
that the reliance was on students' grades in high school and as a result of the inflation
in students’ grades, it is clear as a result of the cancellation of centralized tests, which
makes it difficult for universities to provide and diversify the educational
opportunities available to students; Therefore, on the nineteenth of Jumada al-Awwal
1421 AH, Royal Decree No. (471/8) was issued approving the decision of the Higher
Education Council, supported by the decision of the Council of Ministers, which
included: That the requirements for admission to universities include conducting tests
whose results are a criterion used alongside the high school criterion, according to the
following:

- Tests to measure students' abilities, skills and attitudes.

- Tests to measure academic achievement. These tests should be unified for
specializations that fall under one category.

- Allowing the admission test to be repeated more than once a year.

- Establishing an administratively and financially independent center under the name
of the National Center for Measurement and Evaluation (Al-Thabeti, 2021: 87).

Thus, the admission of students to the university stage has become dependent on three
variables: the cumulative average of the high school, and the scores of the
achievement and aptitude tests.

Keywords: Psychological and social problems, aptitude and achievement test, high
school students.
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