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Geomorphology of Depressions in Najaf
and Muthanna Deserts, Their Resultant
Land Forms and Affecting Factors

Asst. Lect. Hamzyah Miri Kadhim Al-Khazaali
University of Kufa/ Faculty of Education for Girls

Prof. Dr. Hussein Musa Al-Shimmeri Prof. Dr. Falah Hassan Al-Kaabi
University of Kufa/Faculty of Science University of Kufa/Faculty of Arts
ABSTRACT

The study area of Najaf and Muthanna Deserts represent a significant part of the
Southern Desert of Irag, which constitute the southern part of Irag. It is characterized
by prominent geomorphological forms and features, of which depressions come in the
forefront occupying an area of (75970.35) km? of the total area of the Southern Desert
of Iraq.

The study indicate that depressions are the most prominent geomorphological
features in the study area, the largest of them, and with the most multiple uses. This
means that they are an integrated geomorphological and hydrological unit and are
investible if given care and building constituents are developed, aiming at
development and investment in these deserts by rehabilitating the roads leading to
them, paving them, and establishing human settlements. Especially, Shabecha and
Salman depressions, there are population of (70-450) housing units.

In addition, agriculture, grazing and animal husbandry is practiced there. It requires
a set of studied and high-tech plans that determine each depression and its appropriate
usage in a way that attains the optimal investment that could refresh the economy of
the country.

Keywords: the geomorphology of the depressions, Deserts of Najaf, Deserts of Muthanna,
the landforms.
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