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Mecca and its Commercial Control before Islam
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ABSTRACT

International trade formed the backbone of economic life in Mecca before Islam, which
helped it to be one of the most important Arab cities at that time, and because of this
trade, Mecca refused the invitation of Islam. Hashem bin Abd Manaf was the first to
start planning for an Elaf contract with Syria with the aim of extending Meccan trade
beyond its borders, and he succeeded in that and his sons continued after him in the Elaf
contract, and the Elaf coincided with the Elaf of Arab tribes located on the trade route,
and Quraysh paid royalties to the tribes which was not accepted. Thus, we can say that
Quraysh was able to achieve a reputation and prestige among the Arab tribes, which the
Messenger, may God’s prayers and peace be upon him, sought to undermine, which
resulted in the subjugation of Quraysh to Islamic control.
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