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The Position of the Mu'tazilites regarding the
Position of Crown Prince in the Abbasid Era
(p945-750/-2334-132)

(A historical study)

Saad bin Issa Hussein Al-Mozaini
Department of History and Archeology, College of Arts and Human Sciences, King
Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: smozaini@kau.edu.sa

ABSTRACT

Following the assassination of Caliph Uthman and his martyrdom, and the subsequent
internal wars during and after the caliphate of Ali, the Islamic society experienced
political strife and the emergence of several religious sects with a political character,
such as the Khawarij, Shia, and Murji'ah. These emerged due to political issues
arising from the differences within society regarding the position of the caliphate and
consequently the division of the nation. All of them seek to impose their opinions and
beliefs on society and the leadership of the nation, leading to much bloodshed. This
disagreement over the issue of the caliphate and its minor counterpart (the
vicegerency) created conflicting factions and doctrinal-political divisions, prompting
people to seek knowledge about the ruling regarding these bloodsheds and injustices.
This raised urgent questions in society regarding the ruling of the perpetrator of the
major sin! What is their ruling? What is their status? Are they a Muslim or a
disbeliever because of their actions? Or are they neither a believer nor a disbeliever?
Amidst this intellectual conflict and political activism, the Mu'tazilah sect emerged,
whose leaders advocated for the supremacy of reason and freedom of will and choice
in matters of faith. They emerged independently of political circles, then integrated
into the court of Caliph al-Ma'mun, where a group of its members gained influence
and managed the political scene. The importance of the study lies in attempting to
understand how the Mu'tazilites applied their ideas such as freedom of will and choice
and the supremacy of reason while in positions of leadership and governance, and
how they dealt with urgent political issues, most notably the vicegerency. The study
will shed light on the emergence of the Mu'tazilite sect and its political stances in the
Abbasid era regarding the vicegerency, aiming to reach a clear understanding of these
issues and the group's position.

Keywords: Islamic Sects, Emergence of the Mu'tazilites, Principles of the
Mu'tazilites, Mu'tazilites Politically, The Era of Al-Ma'mun, Creation of the Quran.
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