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The Mongol Invasion of Baghdad (656 AH/1258
AD)
(An analytical study)

Dr. Shadi Awwad
Department of Social Studies, Faculty of Educational Sciences, Al-Quds Open
University, Palestine
Email: Shadiawwad75@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The destruction of Baghdad by the Mongols was an irreparable blow to Islamic
culture and civilization. Many valuable works in various scientific, philosophical,
literary, economic and social fields were lost. The House of Wisdom, burned by the
Mongols, was home to one of the greatest collections of knowledge in the ancient
world; they didn't just burn the books, they threw them into oblivion. On the banks of
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, they silenced many other voices of knowledge and
culture. Those who were not killed were taken captive to distant lands in Persia.
Moreover, their path of destruction extended to urban centers where they left behind a
series of ruins that were once mosques, palaces, gardens or schools. A total
decimation that wiped out many symbols of community structure, including hospitals.
The fall of Baghdad: The end of one era, but also the beginning of another, the
foundation of which was ashes.

The city was wiped out, along with every mosque and Islamic architectural building.
The remains bore no resemblance to its former glory and served as a stark reminder of
the catastrophe that had befallen the city. Bodies littered the streets, forming horrific
hill-like mounds, serving as silent witnesses to the unfathomable tragedy that
unfolded within those abandoned corridors. Every mosque and every trace of Islamic
architecture disappeared when this great city fell; only memories etched in stone
remained amidst the carnage that cascaded like waves along the winding roads into
the unknown depths of history.

Keywords: Mongol invasion, Mongols, Mongol invasion of Baghdad.
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