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The Sound of the "Ain in Arabic
(A Historical Linguistic Study)

Dr. Abbas Abdul-Sada Sharif
General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar, Ministry of Education, Iraq
Email: Abaabdulsadal7@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The research studies the /¢/ sound in Arabic according to the historical approach of
the linguistic studies. The researcher traces back the Arabic scientists’ opinions
concerning the sound of /g/ throughout history, starting with Al-Khaleel 1bin Ahmed
Al-Frahidi and Sibawayh and extending to Ibin Durayd and other Arabic scientists
who came after them. Moving from the modern phonological studies of the modern
Arabic scientists, the researcher emphasizes the scientists’ opinions of the sound /¢/
and its general characteristics, in addition to the dispute and its reasons. The
researcher interprets the ambiguous expressions of some Arabic scientists like Ibin
Sina. Then, he describes the changes mentioned by other researchers interested in
studying the sound /g/ rather than the phonological and dialectal phenomena
associated with this sound and how such researchers interpret these phenomena. The
study is conducted according to the linguistic research strategy in describing such
phenomena, regardless of the standards. Although the study follows the historical
linguistic approach to deal with tracing back, showing, relating and remarking on the
scientists’ opinions, the linguistic description has a crucial role in mentioning and
gathering the opinions, without proposing the standards to the opinions and the
phenomena described.

Keywords: Ain sound, Arabic language, linguistics.
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