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Empire and Britain during the World War 1
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ABSTRACT

Wars caused many human losses as well as crises and environmental disasters, and
the detention of civilians became a phenomenon between the conflicting parties.
World War | was one of the international crises that witnessed many events that
included many parts of the world, including the Middle East. Iraq become a military
arena of strategic importance for all the countries participating in the war, especially
the Ottoman Empire and Britain. During the war years , an exchange of British and
Ottoman civilians detainees In the Iraq front took place under American sponsorship
during the years 1916-1917, before the United States announced entry and
participation in this war. The deal included the exchange of British individuals and
nationals , including women and children , who were present in Iraq at the time of
the outbreak war and they were detained by the Ottoman authorities, in exchange for
the release of civilian employees and Turkish nationals of the Ottoman Empire who
were detained by the British forces, whether during their advance into Iraq or in

other regions.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED .
PLAIN.

¥From London
Dated October 26, 1915.
Rec'd 5:15 P.M.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

2083, October 25th.

Your 2214, October four.

Regarding repatriation of British women and children in
Turkey in exchange for certain Ottoman of ficers.

British Government are prepaired to release twenty-five
Turkish officers from Amara now in India, as soon as British
women, and boys under fiteen, at Bagdad have been handed over
to general officer commanding British troops now in contact with
6ttoman forces on River Tigris. British Government asks informa-
tion as to where twenty-five Turkish officials should be sent.

British Government agree in principle to release of twenty-
five other Turkish officials from Amara together with Basri Bey

Djemaleddin Effendi Iman and Remry Bey in exchange for the whole
of remaining British women and children in Turkey. Bassin Effendi
cannot now be traced but if in British Empire he will also be

released in absence of any special objection which is not anti-

cipated.

AMERICAN AMBASSADOR.
London.

*OSMALI ARSIVI, HR_SYS, 02239, 00004 , 006.(1915).
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MEMORANDUM .

&

(o

g

Referring to the communication of the Turkish Chargé
d*'Affaires of October 25, 1915 (4510/55), concerning the deten-

tion by the British authorities of Basri Bey, former Acting Ottoman

AL T

Consul General in Bombay, thereis tranamitted herewith a copy
of-a British ¥oreign Office Memorandum dated Smkmkmx November
20, 1915, together with copies of two telegrams dated October A
25th and November 9th, embodying the British Foreign Office :?

Notes of October 23rd and November 8th, referred to by Sir ) 2

Edward Grey.

In this connection it is desired that the attention
of the Chargé d'Affaires be directed to the fact that this case
has been handled entirely by the American Embassy in Constanti-
nople and that all communications from the British Foreign
Office regarding the matter hawe been transmitted to the Sublime
Porte by that Embassy.

The Department assumes that, in view of the present
difficulty of mail communication between the Ottoman Embassy
and its Government, it will facilitate matters if cases of this

nature are handled direct by the Ambassador at Constantinople.

Department of State,
Washington,

December 28,1915.

*OSMALI ARSIVI, HR, SYS, 02239, 00004 , 004.(1915).
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AMERICAN EMBASSY
, CONSTANTINOPLE

April 14, 1916,
No. /3 ‘,’I’/’

a3 Note Verbale.

The Embassy of the United States of America has
the honor to inform the Imperial l(in}stry of Foreign
Affairs that the reply of the British Foreign Office to
the Note Verbale of the Imperial Ministry dated January
20, 1916, No. 76896/21, relative to the release of a
éor;dn K:I.a.zin. ]%ftomii, has now been received through the

American Embassy at London. \

The British note states that His British Majes-
ty's Govornmeht are unable to ontortsih th‘o request for
Kiazim Effendi’s release, inasmuch as the Geneva Conven=-

tion does not afford any protection to civilian medical

personnel.

To the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Sublime Porte.

*OSMALI ARSIVI, HR, SYS, 02239, 00004 , 020.(1916)
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AMERICAN EMBASSY

CONSTANTINOPLE

December 1, 1916,
No. QT
Note Verbale.

3 enclosures.

With reference to its Note Verbale No.l1l724 ot
August 26, 1916, and to its Notice No.1819 ot September
256, 1916, relative to the proposed exchange ot the British
womﬁn and children from Bagdad for @ttoman officials from
Amara, the Embassy of the United States of America has the
honor to inform the Sublime Porte that it is now in repeipt
of & telegram from its Embassy at London, communicating sa
revised list of @ttoman officials whom the British Government
are prepared to exchange for the said women and children.
Three copies of this list are herewith enclosed.

The British Government state that of the foregoing
persons, No. 14 to 206 inclusive are ex-police ofticials.
In addition, Safet Bey, @®sman Effendi, Sapim(or Salim)
Effendi,druggist, and lMehmed Emin Effendi, have already been
repatriated. However, for the speedy conclusion of the
contemplated exchange, the British Government are prepared
not to take the repatriation of these four persons into
aceount in compiling the revised list of these @ttoman
officials., The British Government requests to be informed
as to whether the Sublime Porte sccepts the revised list

and the proposed arransement of exchanse.

To the Imperial Ministry of Foreimn Affairs,

Sublime Réerte.

*OSMALI ARSIVI, HR, SYS, 02239, 00004 , 069.(1916)
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AMERICAN EMBASSY

CONSTANTINOPLE

December 20, 1916.
No. ;2 7 f7é;

Note Verbale, -

With reference to its Note Verbale No, 1927
of November 8, 1916, relative to the proposed repatris-
tion of Turkish women and children now in Egypt and
to other questions, the Embassy of the United States
of America has the honor to state that it is in receipt
of a telegram in which the British military Commander
in BEgypt requests an early reply to the proposal to
use 2 British hospital ship for the repatriation of these
persons and to various other questions presented in the
aforementioned Note Verbale. In this telegram it is
further aﬁated that although desirable, the repatriation
of these Turkish women and children is not conditional
upon the exchange of the women and children of British

. nationality from Bagdad.

To the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
; Sublime Porte.

*OSMALI ARSIVI, HR, SYS, 02239, 00004 , 082. (1916)
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