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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify King Abdulaziz University students' perceptions of the
role of tourism in promoting economic and social development in the Kingdom,
through its role in reducing unemployment, empowering women, and highlighting the
Kingdom's cultural identity. The study relied on a social survey approach using a
questionnaire for a random sample of 55 male and female students. The study yielded
several results, the most important of which were: There is awareness among students
of the role of tourism in reducing unemployment by providing direct and indirect job
opportunities. Seventy percent of students agreed that tourism contributes to women's
empowerment by supporting women's projects. Seventy-four percent of students
agreed that tourism enhances awareness of local customs and traditions through its
activities and promotes cultural exchange between tourists and residents. The study
concluded with a number of recommendations to enhance the role of tourism in
achieving social and economic development in the Kingdom, as well as a number of
proposals for future studies.

Keywords: Tourism, Social and Economic Development.
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