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Higher Education: Concept, Development,
Transformations, and Contemporary Challenges

Dr. Saud G Albeshir
Head of the Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to provide a comprehensive analytical treatment of higher education
in terms of its concept, historical development, philosophy, objectives, functions, and
institutional management, in addition to the contemporary transformations and
challenges it faces. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach due to its
suitability for the nature of the topic. It examined the conceptual and historical
framework of higher education, highlighting its importance and the global growth of
universities. It then discussed the philosophy of higher education, its objectives and
functions, and the intellectual models that have influenced its development. The study
also addressed the management of higher education institutions by focusing on the
administration of academic programs, quality assurance, and the role of scientific
research in contemporary universities. Furthermore, it explored the most prominent
modern trends in higher education, particularly digital transformation, innovation,
internationalization, and the growing importance of institutional resilience. The study
concluded that higher education is undergoing a phase of profound transformation
that requires its institutions to develop their administrative and academic systems,
enhance the quality of their outcomes, and align themselves with global changes. The
study also revealed that the future of higher education depends on its ability to adapt
to contemporary challenges and to achieve a balance between its academic mission
and the demands of development and global competitiveness.

Keywords: Higher education, universities, higher education management, challenges
of higher education, development of higher education.
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