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ABSTRACT

This study examines the growing intersection between transnational organized crime
and terrorism, as one of the most serious security challenges of the modern era. The
study aimed to understand the nature of this interconnection, its mechanisms, and its
implications for counter-hybrid threat strategies, relying on an analytical theoretical
methodology that reviewed specialized literature, regional models, and a case study of
the East African coast.The study found that the relationship between the two
phenomena has evolved from temporary alliances to deep structural integration,
resulting in the emergence of hybrid entities possessing the military capability of
terrorism and the financial flexibility of organized crime. The study also showed that
profitable criminal activities, foremost among them drug trafficking linked to 60% of
foreign terrorist organizations, charcoal smuggling (generating $70-100 million
annually for Al-Shabaab), and kidnapping for ransom, have become the primary
source of terrorist financing following the decline of state sponsorship for terrorist
groups.The case study of the East African coast confirmed that poverty,
mismanagement, and weak maritime law enforcement mechanisms create a fertile
environment for recruiting youth into the ranks of terrorism and organized crime.The
study recommended shifting from an ideological focus to dismantling the financial and
logistical infrastructure of organized crime, developing specialized maritime law
enforcement mechanisms, strengthening the rule of law in fragile states, and
addressing root causes such as poverty and marginalization.

Keywords: Transnational Organized Crime, Terrorism, Hybrid Threat, Terrorism
Financing, Money Laundering, East Africa, Al-Shabaab.
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