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The Lawsuit to Annul Administrative Decisions

in Qatari Law
(A Comparative Analytical Study with the Saudi System)

Mohammed Ahmed Al-Buainain

Dr. Ayman Fathi

ABSTRACT

This study examines the lawsuit to annul administrative decisions in Qatari Law No.
(7) of 2007 concerning the resolution of administrative disputes, in comparison with
the Saudi Law of Procedures before the Board of Grievances of 1435 AH. The study
aims to analyze the legal framework governing this lawsuit and demonstrate its
adequacy in achieving the principle of legality and ensuring a delicate balance
between the requirements of the public interest and the stability of public services on
the one hand, and the protection of individual rights and freedoms on the other. The
research sheds light on the concept of an administrative decision, its scope, and the
conditions for its admissibility, such as the requirement of a direct personal interest,
prior administrative grievance, and adherence to the legal appeal period of sixty days.
It also addresses the fundamental legal grounds for annulling an administrative
decision, namely lack of jurisdiction, procedural defect, violation of the law, and
abuse of power. The study examines the legal implications of an annulment ruling,
particularly its absolute binding force against all parties and its retroactive effect in
restoring legal positions to their previous state. It also explores the close relationship
between annulment actions and claims for compensation for damages arising from
unlawful decisions. The research concludes that Qatari and Saudi legislation have
established a sophisticated administrative judicial system that upholds the rule of law
and subjects the administration to judicial oversight. However, administrative and
structural differences exist, namely the unified administrative judiciary in Qatar and
the multiple levels of litigation in Saudi Arabia. In light of this, important
recommendations are presented for developing the administrative litigation system,
including enhancing legal training, developing electronic appeals mechanisms, and
expanding judicial oversight mechanisms to solidify effective administrative justice.

Keywords: Annulment action, administrative decision, principle of legality,
administrative judiciary, administrative liability.
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