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ABSTRACT

Drug crimes are among the most serious crimes facing contemporary societies, given
their grave impact on public health, social security, and the economy. This has prompted
the Qatari legislature to adopt a strict criminal policy to combat them, both in terms of
criminalization and in terms of tightening procedures related to apprehending
perpetrators. In this context, flagrant offenses stand out as one of the most important legal
mechanisms enabling judicial officers to take exceptional measures, such as arrest and
search without prior warrant, as these circumstances necessitate speed and surprise.

However, while these exceptional powers are justified by the seriousness of the crime,
they infringe upon fundamental individual rights, such as freedom of movement, the
inviolability of the home, and the right to privacy. This necessitates restricting them with
precise legal controls to prevent their arbitrary use. Hence, the importance of verifying
the conditions for a valid flagrant offense becomes clear, especially in drug crimes, which
are characterized by their clandestine nature and the complexity of their detection
methods. This complexity might tempt one to broaden the interpretation of the concept of
flagrant offense at the expense of legal safeguards.

Keywords: Drug crimes, social security, flagrant offense, Qatari legislation.
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